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“ Distribution surveys of wildlife revealed by the organized citizens group “Inochinonigiwai Chosa-dan” in
Chiba Prefecture, Japan” Report of Chiba Biodiversity Center 12: 11-22. Shawichi Kagayama

Abstract: In 2008, the Chiba Prefectural Government launched the “Inochinonigiwai Chosa-dan” project
to establish a broad-scale and long-term citizen-participatory biodiversity monitoring methodology.
This project designated over 30 species for monitoring and solicited sighting reports from team
members. While the information collected during the first 2.5 years after the project launch was
compiled and reported, little information has been gathered since the report was made public. This
study organized the distribution information for the target species and the information about survey
members obtained up to the fiscal year 2022, creating distribution maps. Based on the obtained re-
sults, the usefulness and challenges of the project are discussed.

Keywords: biodiversity, Chiba Prefecture, citizen science, geographical information system, distribution map
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